
Receptive vs Expressive Language
We use both expressive and receptive language skills to communicate 
with others effectively. If a person has trouble understanding others or 
sharing thoughts, ideas and feelings, the person may have a language 
disorder. A language disorder can be a receptive or expressive 
language disorder. It is important to understand the differences.

Language "input"

Includes listening & reading including 
understanding of gestures & body language

Ability to understand

This is the first language skill developed

Generally easier than expressive language

Language "output"

Includes speaking & writing 
including grammar

Ability to communicate

Developed after receptive language

More difficult than receptive

1

2

3

4

5


